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Japanese crisis

Several faculty members met in an open forum to discuss some of the social and economic impacts of the Japanese crisis.
Matt Vargo • The Rose Thorn
Richard Thai • guest writer
What risks are we willing to live with
and what are we willing to pay for?
How do people’s reactions to surprises
reflect on their backgrounds and prior
preparation? When something goes
wrong, what steps does society take to
adapt?
These keynote questions by Dr.
Sam Martland, Associate Professor of
History, set up the overlying tone for
Tuesday’s Panel Discussion on the Japan Disaster. Following was Dr. Kevin
Sutterer, Head of the Civil Engineering
Department, who succinctly covered
the details of the earthquake that took
place in the subduction zone of the Pacific Plate and ultimately resulted in an
upwards shift of 30-40m of earth.
Dr. Jong Hun Kim, Assistant Professor of Economics, brought attention to
the short-term and long-term effects of
the event on Japan’s economy, which
has been slowing in growth for the past
two decades. As it stands, there are currently more than 28,000 people whom
are dead, injured, or missing. Physical
destruction is estimated to be around
$200 billion (a small 4% of Japan’s
GDP) with industrial (such as tourism,
insurance, and agriculture) damage estimated to be 7% of GDP. In addition,
there was also a noticeable shock in the
US and UK economies which, surprisingly, are estimated to recover around
ten days from the disaster shock.
Looking back at the 1995 Kobe earthquake—which took approximately

an entire year for recovery—Dr. Kim
pointed out critical factors that would
determine the speed of this recovery
such as fear (of radiation, aftershock,
and subsequent earthquakes) as well
as the government’s policies on debt
and the exchange rate. To end his analysis, Dr. Kim reiterated a point brought
up by Gavyn Davies, former economic
advisor to the British government: “the
sad fact is that the human consequences of natural disasters are often much
larger than the more general consequences for markets and economies,
which isn’t really much of a consolation.”
The panel then led into an examination by Dr. Patricia Brackin, Professor
of Mechanical Engineering, concerning the design Japan’s nuclear facilities. One of the larger issues with
predicting the risks posed by the six
nuclear power plants was their age,
which spans a range of approximately
40 years. Despite this, regular updates concerning the status of the six
nuclear power plants are being provided by the Japan Atomic Industrial
Forum (JAIF). Dr. Brackin pointed
out that the situation did lie outside of
expectations as nuclear power plants
are not designed to withstand an
earthquake followed bying a tsunami
saying “that’s just dumb and stupid.”
While the reactors were subjected to
an earthquake and wave heights magnitudes greater than what they were
designed to withstand, “the ‘correct’
design is: don’t put it there,” an im-

possible challenge given Japan’s geographic situation.
Dr. Heinz Luegenbiehl, Professor
of Philosophy and Technology Studies, provided a stern look at the culture surrounding the Tokyo Electric
Power Co. (TEPCO). Dr. Luegenbiehl
characterized Japan’s nuclear industry as a tightly-knit group that does
not want to publicize damaging safety information and has been keeping up a poor safety record as well as
investing effort to miscommunicate
and add obscurity to safety issues.
The Professor noted that despite this
tragedy, “nuclear power in Japan will
continue to go forward” since the
Japanese government presses nuclear power as an issue of national secu-

rity . Dr. Luegenbiehl also made sure
to point out that while there is plenty
of wrong concerning trust and communication between the people, the
government, and TEPCO, these issues are also prevalent in US nuclear
policy and often not seen as a reason
for concern until an emergency happens.
For the time being, the biggest worry
centers around whether radiation levels continue to rise. The ending message to take from the discussion panel
is that Japan is in a bad situation—in
terms of the costs they face and the
image they project with their nuclear
plants—but that we should not forget
to look at our faults when we observe
those in others.
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the submission. The editors reserve the right to

accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All submissions must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact
information. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
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By Alex Mullans

Detroit population plummets

Census statistics released on Tuesday detailed the 25% loss in population experienced
by Detroit over the past 10 years. The Motor City’s population now sits at 713,777, down
from 951,270 in 2000; both numbers are far short of the city’s 1950 peak of 1.8 million
– a number that ranked it fifth nationally. Similar falls in other cities – 18 percent in
Flint and 17 percent in Saginaw – contributed to Michigan’s dubious honor of being the
only state that suffered an overall population decrease over the past 10 years. A demographer with Data Driven Detroit said that part of the exodus could be attributed to the
recent housing crisis: house prices lowered by foreclosures have enabled more middle
class black families to move to the suburbs. Governor Rick Snyder said that the numbers were another reason of “how crucial it is to reinvent Michigan.”

AT&T to buy T-Mobile USA

A new behemoth sporting 129 million subscribers is expected to emerge from the deal
announced by AT&T on Sunday. The cash-and-stock deal is valued at $39bn and will
make AT&T the largest cellphone provider in the United States. It will also reduce the
number of carriers providing national coverage from four to three. Public Knowledge,
a public interest group, has called the deal’s results “unthinkable.” The acquisition is
expected to take a year to close; however, it must first clear regulatory approval. The
companies have highlighted the strategic advantages of the deal, which include greater
network coverage, more spectrum, and a claim that 4G LTE will come quicker from a
combined company.

Elizabeth Taylor passes away

Entertainment industry icon Elizabeth Taylor passed away Wednesday morning due
to congestive heart failure. First coming to prominence at age 12 in the 1944 film “National Velvet,” Taylor would eventually be nominated for five Academy Awards. Despite
troubles in her personal life, including eight marriages and prescription drug addiction,
Taylor became known as a tireless advocate of HIV/AIDS education and research. The
actress spent six weeks in the hospital before her death at the age of 79.
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Mitchell Ishmael
(Triangle)
Year: 2011
Major: Chemical engineering, minor in Economics
Hometown: Knoxville, TN
Future: I plan to go to either
Cornell, UC-Santa Barbara,
or Michigan to pursue a PhD
in materials science and engineering and one day hope
to co-own a business with
Kreigh Williams (another
member of Triangle)

Accomplishments while
at Rose: President of Rose’s
chapter of the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE), Served on
Triangle’s Executive board as
Steward, Varsity captain of
the Men’s soccer team in my
senior year, Staff Writer for
the Rose Thorn, active member of Yoga club.
When asked “What was
the biggest benefit you
received from going
Greek here at Rose-Hulman?”:
The biggest benefit I received
from going Greek was the

Meet your
Greeks
Alec Manke
(Lambda Chi Alpha)
Year: 2012
Major: Software Engineering
Hometown: Brazil, IN
Future: Ideally, working at a
software engineering firm and
being an active alumnus.
Speed 2 won the first ever Greatest Floor Competition, held
ninth weekend of winter quarter by Student Affairs, by combining strong overall participation with wins at the Super
Smash Bros. and basketball tournaments.
Kyle Rhodes • Rose-Hulman Student Affairs

Accomplishments while
at Rose: Vice President of
External Affairs, Lambda Chi
Alpha (09-10), Vice President
of Internal Affairs, Lambda Chi

Alpha (10-11)
When asked “What was
the biggest benefit you received from going Greek
here at Rose-Hulman?”:
I’ve had the opportunity to
take on leadership positions
that made a difference in the
community. It has also provided a stable, supportive group
of friends that I can count on.
Finally, it has shown me what
alumni can do for Rose and
the current students, which includes the passing of wisdom
and the enabling of success
here at Rose and beyond.

friendships that I’ve made.
I’ve met so many people that
I want to keep in touch with
and maintain friendships for
my entire life.
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Movies:
Sucker Punch
Diary of a Wimpy KId:
Rodrick Rules
beyondhollywood.com

“pAUL” fALLS fLAT

Andrew Roth • guest writer

I walked into the movie theater expecting another smash hit
like Hot Fuzz, or Shaun of the
Dead. What I got was pAUL, a
decent movie, but nowhere near
as brilliant. The newest film
starring Simon Pegg and Nick
Frost, pAUL, centers on an escaped alien and his quest to get
home. The twist is that Paul isn’t
the standard extra-terrestrial.
He smokes, he drinks, and he
swears like a drunken sailor.
Running from the men who put
him away when he crashed 60
years ago, one expects the story
to be somewhat the standard
“E.T. go home” affair with a little twist. But it isn’t. This is a
shame because throughout the
entire movie, I felt it could have
been great.
Since it starred the co-writers
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost, you
would expect them to put everything they have into this role,
but it doesn’t feel like it. But
perhaps that’s the problem. By
writing and starring in it, Simon
and Nick feel like they didn’t
want to cut anything out of their
movie when sometimes they really should have. The movie is

just too cluttered. Every other
sentence is a pun or a sci-fi reference. Some were well executed,
such as the Star Wars reference
about how the “conversation
was getting boring.” Others
were just groan-worthy, like
Nick’s character, Clive, speaking
fluent Klingon.
Don’t get me wrong, I liked it.
The entire way through the movie, I was laughing like a fool. But
the laughs weren’t strung together. Maybe it wasn’t the backstory
of two nerds on a road trip after
Comic-Con, but that’s what the
movie felt like. It felt like a montage of the funny moments of a
long road trip. The movie’s too
long and too disjointed, missing
that overarching theme or plot
that was the subtle foundation
of Pegg’s other great works that
make you watch them again and
again. Or maybe it’s not long
enough. At 104 minutes, it’s a
little bit shorter than the average
film today, which usually pushes
130 or more. Surprisingly, it
felt like another 30 minutes devoted to stringing the multiple
miniature sub-plots throughout
the movie together would have
made it much stronger.

Another area where the film
falls flat, but shouldn’t have, is
the characters. As always, Pegg
and Frost have great on-screen
chemistry; their characters
Graeme and Clive respectivelygenuinely felt like honest-togoodness likable nerds; fans of
sci-fi and not obsessive fans fixated on annoying facts like that
in Episode 208 of ST:TNG, Picard ordered Earl Grey but clearly
got Darjeeling. Paul is also wellcharacterized. A bit of a loudmouth and a partier, he’s still a
good guy who just wants to go
home. He has great chemistry
with Graeme and Clive, and his
lines are some of the best in the
film. But nobody really steals
the show. I liked all the characters; I didn’t love any of them.
And really, that is how I can
best sum up this film, I liked it,
but I didn’t love it. I’d definitely
recommend seeing it, but you’ll
only want to see it once. Although, it wouldn’t hurt to wait
and rent it instead.
Review rating: 2 elephants

Jennifer Hudson
I Remember Me
Chris Brown
F.A.M.E.
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“Harry’s Law” stirs up drama, laughs
Kurtis Zimmerman • staff writer
Kayte Johnston • monkey writer
Kiss Each Other Clean,
the new release from Iron
and Wine’s architect Samuel
Beam, is sure to increase the
excitement for his 2011 Bonaroo appearance.
Sounding
more like galvanized 70s soft
rock, the record has too many
elements and sounds too full
to be considered pure folk.
The extensive instrumentation provides the feeling of
fusion while some rhythms
are borrowed from funk. Marimbas on “Monkeys Uptown”
along with woodwinds provide
the center of the record with
an African feel contrasted by
grooves laid out by synthesizers and brass. Like America or
Gordon Lightfoot, the power
comes from the layering of
soaring vocals, all with flawless
intonation. “Your Fake Name
is Good Enough for Me,” with

early choruses reminiscent of
Yes, is a seven minute story in
itself that provides the album’s
title. The album progresses
into St. Louis style blues/jazz
with “Big Burned Hand,” and
continues with the final track.
While songs are on the longer
side, Beam possesses the talent to know exactly when to
change directions where most
artists would fail. It is easy
to get lost in the harmonizing, but this album is probably
more suited to background
music or driving around on a
mild day.
Suggested Tracks: Walking
Far from Home, Big Burned
Hand, Tree by the River, Your
Fake Name is Good Enough
for Me
Review rating: 3 elephants

The story is centered on
Harriet Korn who was recently fired from her job as
a patent lawyer. She leaves
with her personal assistant,
the less-than-brilliant but
emotionally heavy Jenna,
played by Brittany Snow
(“Hairspary”) and sets about
to open her own practice as
a defense attorney in a rundown shoe store in Cincinnati.
The series premiered in
January, and now ten episodes into the season the plot
has progressed into deeper
issues for each of the characters as new clients happen
upon the firm looking for
legal advice and assistance.
Like any great drama, the
characters fall in and out of
love, reveal past relationships, and come upon new issues between one another.
Despite the heavy stories
that fuel each character and

the seriousness of each case
that comes up along the way,
the witty banter and ironic
turns of events manage to
bring lightness to sometimes
dark storylines focusing on
inner-city gangs, drug abuse,
and the ethics of law. The
clever dialogue manages to
bring several laughs out of
me each episode, and I look
forward to catching up with
the characters each week as
they encounter new characters and obstacles.
Though at times I have
thought that the story bordered on cheesy and a little
been-there-done-that,
the
writers have crafted a story
which takes a different look
at the typical legal drama we
have seen in similar shows.
Sometimes attacking the tactics of legal defenders and
questioning the justice system, the characters behind
“Harry’s Law” make day-today law funny and attentiongrabbing, something other

dramas can’t pull off.
Though the reviews of some
critics have indicated otherwise, “Harry’s Law” is definitely worth watching, and I
think the surprising ratings
back up that claim. Though
NBC at one point did not
plan on running the entire
season, “Harry’s Law” has
become NBC’s most-viewed
drama. The series premiere
drew 11 million viewers, and
those numbers held on for
the second week. The numbers don’t lie; Kathy Bates is
excellent in her role as sometimes-disgruntled
defense
attorney Harriet Korn, and
this series has great potential
to be picked up for a second
season with such a strong
showing in the first ten episodes.
Review rating: 4 elephants

Living
Engineer’s guide to basic nutrition

25 Mar 2011
Morgan Lopez • guest writer

Between homework, projects,
sports, and other activities, RoseHulman students have more
important things to worry about
than that bag of Cheetos they
scarf down between classes, or
what’s on the menu at the ARA.
Bad nutrition is easy to spot, but
good nutrition is difficult to define. Busy engineering students
can benefit from basic nutritional
guidelines in a language they
know all too well: math.
Is bread “good for you”? Is
cheese “healthy”? How much
sugar is “too much”? The answers to these questions are not
definite, and vary depending
on the individual. Simple ratios
and optimization standards can
be applied to foods analogous
to inputs into a system. Though
these guidelines are neither allencompassing nor precise, they
are helpful to keep in mind when
selecting a better-for-you snack
or meal option. Relevant ratios
apply (except where otherwise
noted) to the nutritional content

listed on the Nutrition Facts of
foods. Greater than (>) values
denote types of foods that have
better nutritional content. Percent values provide a rough estimate for what proportion of our
daily food intake should consist
of foods from these groups. Other equations represent (roughly)
how foods interact with the human body.
For those of us who dine regularly at the ARA, our options are
often limited, though nutritional
content information is always
available for those interested. For
those of us who grocery- shop for
ourselves, the following guidelines can come in handy when
trying to decide between two
similar products. The table below
is lenient, and allows for personal
preference in diet to be applied.
So, shoot for the optimal ratios
when you can, and dine wisely
when you can’t. There are no
good or bad foods, but there are
nutritious foods as well as foods
devoid of nutritious content.

Nutrient
Nutrition Source
Proteins
Meats

Relevant Ratio (g)

% range of
Total Intake
(by volume)
10-35%
3-20%

Protein/ Fat ≥ 1.5

Dairy

Carbohydrates
Fruit
Grain

Function-Critical
Foods
Vegetable
Oils & Fats
Non Function-Critical
Foods
Sugars
Beverages
(other than water)

Protein/ Fat≥ 0.8
Sat. Fat/ total fat ≤ 0.25

0-15%

10-35%

added sugar ≈ 0
Carbohydrates / Fiber ≤ 10/1

10-30%

Vegetable/ Ranch dressing ≥ 1.0

10-25%

Trans fats ≈0
Φ fat consumed → body =
f(mfat, mfiber consumed, mwater) **

3-15%
10-25%

2-5%
0-5%

Natural sugars/ total sugars ≥ .25
(daily intake)
Non- water beverages/ water ≤ 0.25
(daily intake)

0-3%
0-5%

5

Optimization
Minimize: % fat, processing, nitrates
Egg protein >Whey protein> meat
protein> soy protein*
Dark colored fruit > White fruit

Maximize consumption
Oat > wheat> corn, brown rice> white
rice
Maximize consumption
Dark greens> red & yellow vegetables>
light greens
Olive oil>peanut oil> canola oil>animal
fats> Palm Oils>> partially
hydrogenated oils
Minimize consumption

Cane sugar> corn syrup> high fructose
corn syrup
(dΦsugar→ body /dt) via liquid → Steep blood
sugar level spikes→ fatigue
Minimize sugar content

* Based on variety of amino acids, values > represent proteins that are more readily utilized by the body for repair and regeneration of body tissue

* Based on variety of amino acids, values > represent proteins that are more readily utilized by the body for repair
and regeneration
of body tissue
**Maximize fiber and water intake at time of fat intake to reduce fat absorption, fat absorption is a function of many other factors not included
**Maximize fiber and water intake at time of fat intake to reduce fat absorption, fat absorption is a function of
many other factors not included

This article should not be considered medical advice. Before starting any dietary changes,
please consult your doctor.

30 things you should do before you graduate from Rose, part one
• Play on an IM team
• Get an A
• Make the Dean’s List
• Stay up all night doing homework
• Stay up all night not doing homework
• Earn enough stamps on your Java City card
to get a free coffee

• Visit every building in Rose – including all
the residence halls
• Go to a concert/production at Hatfield Hall
• Go to a sporting event
• Witness a laking (from any viewpoint)
• Visit a professor
• Visit Terre Haute

• Arrive at Java City at just the right time on a
Friday afternoon to get the free food
• Arrive early enough to park anywhere you
want
• Figure out which professors are married to
each other – double points for those in separate
departments.

Planning a European
trip for your parents
Melissa Schwenk • living editor

I AM

ROB
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Krannert School of ManageMent
MBA, 2011
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I
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Iron-clad

soon

an

solutIons

mba
for

from
new

ventures as far away as chIna. knowledge fuels
my pursuIts. competItIon defInes my future. I am a
boIlermaker. and I am what moves the world forward.

Learn about the Krannert School of Management MBA
program at www.krannert.purdue.edu/rh or 877-mba-kran
apply now! Scholarship opportunities available.
EA/EOU

After planning two trips in Europe for my parents, I’ve learned
a few things that I’d like to share
with you, in case you ever find
yourself in the same situation.
Some of this may not apply to
you, but I hope it might make
any trip-planning easier, be it
with friends or family.
First, know your parents’
limits and interests. While my
parents love visiting churches,
climbing the bell towers just
isn’t an option. Be realistic in
your plans: if your parents are
slow walkers, don’t make plans
that require them to speed-walk
from sight to sight. This means
you’ll see fewer things, so narrow
your list of sights down to a few
top ones. It’s definitely better to
have too much time, rather than
too little, at each sight.
Now that you have a list of cities to visit and sights to see, it’s
time to decide how to get there.
The German train system is extensive and pretty reliable, but
some longer journeys can get
rather pricey. Plus, my mom gets
nervous about making the train
and getting off at the right stop.
Rather than head to the doctor
for anti-anxiety pills, I did a cost
comparison between train tickets and renting a car.
My parents and I decided to
rent a car since, even with gas,
we would be saving money. One

tip though: if you don’t own
a navigator, get one from the
rental company. Everywhere we
went — during the last five minutes of the trip, right before the
destination — we always got lost.
Blame my poor shotgun skills or
the lack of clear road signs, but
the added cost of the navigator is
worth the avoided stress.
Now that transportation is
taken care of, it’s time to find a
place to sleep. While you may be
okay sleeping in a room with a
bunch of strangers, your parents
might not be. I booked us in both
dorms and private rooms, and
while we ended up having no
problems, I could tell my mom
felt way more comfortable in a
private room.
Before you book the hostel,
make sure you check out the
customer reviews. These can be
really helpful when determining how parent-friendly each
hostel is. I made the mistake of
choosing the cheapest hostel in
Frankfurt without reading the
reviews first. While it was right
across from the train station, it
was also right around the corner
from the local junkies and hookers. Even Rick Steves, the PBS
travel guide, warned against the
area!
Hopefully with these helpful
hints, you and your parents (or
other travel companions) will
have a great trip. Happy Travelling!
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The subtle
pervasiveness
of bigotry

Jack Pringle • guest writer

Shortly after the devastating 9.0 magnitude earthquake off the coast of Japan,
a young woman posted a video to YouTube ranting that this tragic disaster was
indeed a miracle/warning by God to warn
all the atheists. She claims to be “so overjoyed that [she] can’t even contain her joy”
that “God answers prayers like this.” “Encouraged” by “God waking people up and
saying ‘you are going to hell,’” she plans
to “pray even harder
than [she] has ever before”. While “Japan is a
fantastic place to start”
in her opinion, she is
excited about “how
vengeful He is going to
be on America.” “Look
at Japan. That is a direct
answer to our prayers”
she says. This diatribe
disturbed many people, as it should.
The detached cruelty of the human race
inevitably stuns itself. However, this girl
doesn’t comprehend the vitriolic nature of
her own words. She is, after all, merely trying to help the atheists “turn from their evil
ways” thus allowing them entry into eternal bliss in the afterlife. She opens her rant
by praising how “loving” God is, and she
didn’t specifically pray for a natural disaster to kill thousands of people, that was
God’s choice. She only wanted atheists “to
open their eyes.” Her voice contains no anger or hatred; she speaks softly and kindly.
Despite being able to rationalize her intentions as good, the video is viscerally unsettling. Luckily for society, people of this persuasion represent a slim margin.
But there are many smaller examples
of intolerance always buzzing around
which we as citizens have a duty to keep
in check. For example, there is a sign on
someone’s dorm room door stating “Religion Free Zone: logic in use.” This person
has every right to post this on their door

”

but why? Its only purpose is to offend.
The sign doesn’t promote his viewpoint or
advance his cause at all. It merely insults
and alienates others. The sign may be
harmless, but it is unnecessary and there
is something to be said for being courteous. This is only a minor transgression,
however, given that the sign is passive.
What is truly bothersome is active harassment of others different from you.
Last Friday, I witnessed two people
deride a Catholic person
about the dictum to eat
fish on Fridays during
lent. This wasn’t just
curiosity on the part of
the two: it was ridicule.
A 20-minute attack on
the idiocy of the noteating-meat rule. Maybe they should use less
ambiguous wording in
the dictum, but it doesn’t matter whether
or not fish is technically meat. It is a religious practice and should be respected.
The guys doing this thought it was a great
joke.
I am, admittedly, a fan of much inappropriate and offensive humor, but it is
just too easy to cross the line from funny
to insulting. If you know the person that
you are hassling and it is not bothering
them, by all means, go on. But the Catholic person from my experience was clearly
not happy about the situation. Even worse,
this person expressed feeling of dread that
they would have to walk by these people
on the way to church. That is not OK. We
all need to be more self-conscious of our
words and actions as well as how they affect other people. I am guilty of these kinds
of jokes. My very good friend is Indian and
we give him a hard time about it on occasion, but sometimes it just goes too far despite our close friendship. We must learn
to balance fun and free expression with
respect and civility.

[There]
is
something to be
said for being
courteous.

Bigotry can easily lead to harassment if not kept in check.
www.mckoolsmith.com
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The other side of the desk

Dr. Corey Taylor • faculty writer

I confess I had no idea that the book was
near extinction. Amazon’s advertising department wants us to think otherwise.
Full disclosure: I really like Amazon. I
frequent their website. Sometimes, users
post helpful and even thoughtful reviews,
and the sellers’ marketplace is dependable.
I bought my wife a Kindle e-reader last
Christmas. Admittedly, it’s a sleek-looking
toy and the text looks great—even in direct
sunlight. I dig the random screensavers of
famous authors, pages from illuminated
manuscripts, and other bookish things.
Several of my friends and colleagues also
own e-readers.
Last month, I saw a commercial for the
Kindle. The thirtysecond spot features
brief shots of hipster
twentysomethings
in places where such
people usually congregate: trendy coffee shops, diners,
renovated loft apartments, gentrified urban neighborhoods,
city parks, and hilly areas. The hipsters
talk, laugh, and smile in small groups; only
three of them break away to stare at their
Kindles. Almost all of the actors carry the
device, although they are rarely shown
“reading.” Call me crazy, but it’s tough to
read while jumping around in front of a
museum, or being swung around by the
waist.
The commercial makes some persuasive points, such as the battery’s long life
and the 800,000-plus downloadable titles. Amazon jabs at Apple when a hipster
couple that owns both a Kindle and an
iPad discovers that the former’s glare-free
screen makes it superior. The creators effectively targeted one major demographic
likely to purchase a Kindle. It’s the commercial’s tagline, “The Book Lives On,”
that bothers me. Sure, slogans are standard fare for ads. Slogans and slogan-thinking can be dangerous, though, especially
regarding reading.
But claiming “The Book Lives On”

”

through your device? Get over yourself,
Amazon. I’ll never stop buying books: the
actual, physical object that have been part
of my life since I was two years old. Books
don’t need the Kindle to “live on,” although
I’m well aware of declining hard-copy
sales. The Kindle’s popularity is undeniable; in December 2010, BusinessWeek
reported that Amazon sold about 5 million
units that year, while last week the Association of American Publishers stated that
e-book sales rose by almost 116% in January 2011 compared to January 2010. Are
we going to abandon books? It’s not like
they’re VCRs, or 8-Tracks.
I know what you’re thinking: Of course
an English professor will defend books—
how predictable! I can’t believe I stopped
playing Angry Birds to read this garbage.
Nevertheless, books have been good to and
for us humans and I feel compelled to defend them against the claims made in the
commercial.
The primary advantage books have over
the Kindle rests on the experience of reading, the practical, tactile elements of the
experience. Holding a book in your hands,
smelling it (especially if it’s an old book),
admiring its cover and font, turning its
pages, writing in its
margins, wrestling
with and generating
its meanings, watching the remaining
pages get fewer as
you near the end,
maybe
jumping
ahead to read the last
paragraph: None of
these experiences
are available, at least not in the same way,
through a machine. How is it inherently
better than a book? Pushing one button for
forward, one for backward? Highlighting
with a keyboard instead of a pen? Saying,
“Ooh, look—I’m 22% through Jane Eyre
with only 318 screens to go”? No, thanks.
I wouldn’t feel the same level of accomplishment at finishing Dostoevsky’s The
Brothers Karamazov on an e-reader instead of in hard copy. My well-worn copies of Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and
Joyce’s Ulysses have layers of marginalia
dating back to my undergraduate years,
which illustrate how my thinking about
the novels has changed. And how would
one get the same effects of visual arrangement in Marianne Moore’s poetry on a
Kindle?
Maybe the book—specifically, the creative book-length work—and the experience of reading one do need preserving.
I didn’t notice something amiss, earlier; I
must have had my nose in a book.

Saying, “Ooh, look—I’m
22% through Jane Eyre
with only 318 screens to
go”? No, thanks.

Mainstream media needs to regain journalistic integrity
Andrew Roth • guest writer
The more I turn on the news,
the more often I have to turn it
off. The nuclear crisis in Japan
has been getting near constant
coverage. But nobody’s died
from it. Thousands have died in
the earthquake and ensuing tsunami, but those have gotten relatively little coverage. The major
issue of how to get relief and
rescue crews to areas with essentially no infrastructure is being
ignored for the easy ratings of a
non-existent disaster.
Frankly, I’m disappointed in
the mainstream news. I want to
understand their position. They
are dependent on ratings and

the bigger the story, the better
the ratings. But they’ve sacrificed
their journalistic integrity for the
easy sale. Early reports were
broadcast with little to no factchecking—airing falsehoods and
opinions as news. I would like to
think people would tune in for
accurate news just as readily as
the quicker, inaccurate stuff.
Dr. Kirtley mentioned last
week that NPR is one of the
last places for (nearly) neutral
news. And to be honest, that’s
downright depressing. There’s
room for the Glenn Beck’s and
Keith Olbermann’s alongside
actual, boring news. Perhaps I
really am alone out there, but

I would gladly and earnestly
tune into any news station that
actually broadcasts the news
without trying to put their spin
on it. I understand that people
want to hear the news from
different viewpoints, but there
isn’t really that much opinion
on whether or not something
happened.
We can argue all day about
what the right course of action
is— whether it’s about what to
do with Gaddafi in Libya, what
the tax code of the United States
should be, or where we should
get our energy— but facts are
facts because of one, indelible
truth: they are not subject to the

opinions and fantasies of people.
Gravity is a fact. No matter how
much you might not like it, you
cannot simply walk off the top of
a skyscraper and keep walking.
News agencies should focus on
those things that aren’t subject
to opinion, i.e. facts. To make
things worse, by broadcasting news that sells at any price,
news agencies end up pushing
back news from other parts of
the world – news that may be
just as important, but not as exciting and volatile. Dr. Kirtley
mentioned that NPR covered
not only the uprising in Libya,
but also the volatile uprisings
in Bahrain and the Ivory Coast.

In comparison, the mainstream
media is relatively silent on these
events; but, they are just as important, if not more so, than the
events unfolding in Japan concerning the Fukushima Dai-ichi
reactor.
All in all, when news agencies do the kind of things they’ve
done with the natural disaster in
Japan, like focusing on the first
scoop at the cost of accuracy and
placing their own spin on topics that should be neutral, they
denigrate the field of news reporting. News agencies should
try to recapture the journalistic
integrity for which they used to
be known.

Sports
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Sycamores fall to Syracuse

7

Engineer coach Jim Shaw shares his thoughts

Kurtis Zimmerman
sports editor

Jake Kelly and Aaron Carter and
freshman Jake Odum, ISU could not
bring the game within reach, falling to the Orange 77 – 60. Indiana
State finished the season with an
impressive 20 – 14
record, and Greg
Lansing
capped
off his first season
as head coach in a
huge way.
With such close
ties to Indiana
State,
Rose-Hulman men’s basketball head coach
Jim Shaw was gracious enough to
share his thoughts
about the Sycamores’ outstanding program with
The Rose Thorn.

This year, as Rose-Hulman’s season was coming to a close, ISU was
wrapping
up a huge
victory
in
the
Missouri Valley
Conference
championship game
to
secure
their spot
in
the
NCAA Division I tournament.
This
year
is the first
time since
2001 that
the
SycaThe Sycamore
mores have
Jim Shaw earned his master’s degree in
made it to
connection
sports administration from ISU. “Having played
the
“Big
Rose-Hulman Athletic Department ISU in an exhibiDance,”
and unfortunately their time in the tion game each of the last two years
tournament was short-lived as they and being friends of their coaches
lost to the Syracuse Orange late last and their program in general, I was
week.
very excited to see them advance to
Despite their best efforts and a the NCAA Tournament. Also, the Eibalanced attack from several mem- tel twins’ brother Derek was a great
bers of the team, including seniors football and baseball player here at

Rose; Jake Odum was a teammate of
one of our players, Spencer Harlan,
at Terre Haute South; Jake Kelly is
from Terre Haute and Marshal, and
I have been good coaching friends
with R.J. Mahurin’s dad for years.
That familiarity with some of their
guys makes it fun to follow them.”

This year’s success

“Jake Odum really makes them
go. True point guards are hard to
come by but Jake is special. He is
a great leader – vocal and tough.
He is great with the ball and can really create opportunities for everyone else. Coach Lansing has done a
tremendous job in a lot of ways but
the biggest thing he was concerned
about as I spoke to him periodically
during the year is the biggest area of
improvement I see with their team.
Their toughness was something
he was concerned about and constantly emphasizing and it became
a strength by the end of the year.”

Syracuse’s size advantage
“Syracuse was just too long for
Indiana State. I thought ISU accounted for themselves very well.
The problem was that Syracuse is
significantly longer at 3, 4 or 5 spots
on the floor at a time without giving
up anything in terms of quickness

HCAC Athletes of the Week

Andrew Oakley
Baseball

Engineer Scoreboard
Baseball
(10 - 4)
Mar 18 - 20 — Terre Haute, Ind.
North Central College
Rose-Hulman

1 7
9 8

7
9

2
3

3
7

Softball
(7 - 9) (1 - 1 HCAC)
Mar 18 - 20 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Spalding University
Rose-Hulman

Men’s Tennis
(5 - 4) (4 - 0 HCAC)

Mar 19 — Cincinnati, Ohio
College of Mount St. Joseph
Rose-Hulman

2
7

Track & Field

Mar 19 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Rose-Hulman Early Bird Invitational

13
Firsts

The future of Indiana State

“The experience they gained will
only help them in the future. I foresee them being very good the next
couple of years. However, their success should not be measured solely
by making the tournament or not.
The Missouri Valley is very difficult and they are not the only Valley team building for a run in the
future.”

Thoughts on the tournament

“The tournament has been very
interesting thus far. Anyone who
predicts the winner just happened
to be right; nobody knows how the
next two weeks will go. Obviously,
Ohio State, Connecticut, Duke, Carolina and Kansas have all the pieces
to win it, but there are several other
teams who can get hot starting now
and get it going. Often times the
winner is a team who actually builds
during the tournament and is playing their best basketball at the end
not the beginning. Why not Butler?
Stranger things have happened!”

Kyla
Lutz

Paul Bouagnon
Track & Field
Liz Evans
Track & Field

or skill. That makes Indiana State’s
margin for error very small and puts
a tremendous amount of pressure
on them to convert all opportunities
and make shots. That was a little
too much for them to overcome.”

Despite coming into the
season pegged low on the
Heartland Collegiate Athletic
Conference standings, RoseHulman’s softball team has
shown quickly that they can
prove themselves on the field.
Standing at 7 – 9 overall and
1 – 1 in conference play, the
Engineers took on Bluffton
for a conference doubleheader
on Saturday and swept Spalding University in Sunday’s two
games.
Senior biomedical engineering and math double major
Kyla Lutz has stepped into the
circle as starting pitcher for the
team, and after pitching two
complete games this weekend,
she stands at 3 – 3 on the season. She scattered nine hits in
seven innings against Bluffton
and just eight hits with three
strikeouts against Spalding.
Lutz also smashed one out of
the park Sunday afternoon for
a two-run home run and recorded all three RBIs in the
3 – 2 opening game victory.
With an average of 2.8 earned
runs on the season, she has
proven herself as an offensive
leader and is our Athlete of the
Week.
Lutz graciously took the time

to answer a few questions for
The Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long
have you been playing softball?
Kyla Lutz: I’ve played softball since I was 8 and have
played pretty much all of the
positions on the infield except
catcher.
RT: What other activities
and groups have you been a
part of while here at Rose?
KL: I’m a member of Student Alumni Association and
participate in various IMs for
my floor when I can. I am also
a tutor for the Learning Center
and an Admissions Office tour
guide.
RT: What is your most
memorable moment during
your time playing softball at
Rose-Hulman?
KL: I have to say that the
most memorable moment in
my Rose-Hulman career is
getting hit in the chest sophomore year while pitching and
completing the game. That was
fun.
RT: What has being a part of
the softball team meant for you
on and off the field?
KL: Being on the softball
team here has taught me how

to keep everything together in
high-stress situations. It has
been a great way to get away
from homework and spend
time with some pretty awesome people.
RT: This year Rose-Hulman
was voted to finish seventh in
the HCAC, but has started off
the season very strongly. What
do you think the league coaches aren’t seeing that is pivotal
for the softball team?
KL: I think the league coaches only see the seniors that we
lost, not the players that we
kept. Although they were a big
part of our team last year, this
year’s team has just as much
heart as previous years and the
determination to uphold our
reputation. What we don’t have
in experience, we make up for
with hard work and dedication.
The underclassmen have really
stepped up this year offensively
and defensively.
RT: With the end of your
time at Rose drawing to a close,
what are your plans for after
senior year?
KL: I am planning on attending the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill to pursue
my PhD in Bioinformatics and
Computational Biology.
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Wacky prof quotes
“If we ignore people they
get unhappy. But if we
ignore variables, they
don’t care. Maybe the
computer gets sad.”
— Dr. Wollowski. See
that tiny sad face icon
in the tray? That’s
your fault. You’re a
horrible person.
“Uncle Keith’s just too
gosh dang nice. That’s
is, if you come to class.
If you don’t, Uncle
Keith’s gonna get ya.”
—Dr. Hoover. Is this
cool Uncle Keith or
creepy Uncle Keith? It
makes a difference.
“I’m an equal opportunity insulter.”
—Dr. Grigg, defeating
prejudice one insult at
a time.

Stephen Mayhew • Efficiency at the price of galoshes

Top “10” Ten

Things I’ll do if I don’t get a job soon
Matt Melton • Head of the unemployment line
10. Quit laughing at all my non-engineering friends that graduated two years and still don’t have jobs.
9. Remember that Rose Brewery we’ve been talking about? It’s
looking like a better idea every day…
8. Apply to be a professor at Purdue.
7. Go to the Career Fair in something other than tennis shoes
and shorts (The CS’s can do it, why can’t the rest of us?)
6. Join the Peace Corps until the economy gets better. They
could use another engineer for two years… or would it be five…
actually, as long as there’s a beach, I don’t care.

5. Find a sugar momma… I think I went to the wrong school
for that…
4. Transfer somewhere else for a doctorate, perhaps somewhere with a beach and more girls… [Editor’s note: This place is
called Dreamland. They don’t have engineering there.]
3. I hear Pete’s retiring soon and the other associate deans are
moving up… I’ll be the next Erik Hayes!
2. Write a sequel to “What Do You Do With a B.A. in English”
called “What do you do an M.S. in Engineering Management and
No Experience?”
1. Become the first Rose-Hulman Doctoral Student! You know
there are some profs who would love to teach 600 level courses!

“What should you have
gotten here? 60. Good.
That’s done under the
assumption that nine
is not prime.”
— Dr. Boutell. We
have to make that assumption now? Next
thing you know my
math will have letters
in it.
“Brontosaurus is not only
the common name, it’s
a vastly better name
than apatosaurus.”
—Dr. Brandt. Now
if we can just get the
scientists to see it that
way...

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor

Today, we salute you, Mr. Itty-Bitty Speedo Wearer. The second the first whispers of spring
fill the air, you emerge from your winter slumber, like the majestic grizzly lumbering into the
daylight for the first time in months. You bravely gird your loins with a layer of shining spandex, knowing that neither sleet nor hail nor frost could keep you from your appointed duty.
The sunlight gleaming off your blindingly white thighs is nearly as radiant as your courage (or
perhaps your insanity) as you march along in your mankini, for it is your divine duty to bless
the eyes of passerby with your bodacious bod. Who cares if the closest you’ve been to Europe
is London, Kentucky; you celebrate the speedo with as much gusto as your brethren on the
other side of the Atlantic. Sure, you may still have a pair of those neon hibiscus-print shorts
shoved in a drawer somewhere for chilling on the beach with your bros, but when it comes
to picking up the groovy ladies on Spring Break, nothing beats the seventies standard of the
speedo. So here’s to you, oh swami of the scanty swimwear… for boldly going where few have
gone before.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I say some things and you ignore them. All unattributed content can be attributed to Noël Spurgeon, and all hate mail can be sent to Alex Mullans. Okay Spring, I’ve had enough of this nonsense. First you cozy up to me, then you just run off to
greener pastures when things are going great. You’re hot and you’re cold. You’re yes and you’re no. Is it something I said? Did? Insinuated? Whatever it is, I want to make up. I can’t stand you being so frigid anymore... if you don’t warm up to me soon, we’re through. Done.

